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I.— ForEIGN POLITICS. 


Tue Bangavasi of the 3lst March says that the British troops sent to = Bancavasi, 
ss punish the Abors having failed to achieve that March 8st, 1894. 
ee object burnt many of their villages. But is it 
worthy of a civilised people thus to destroy the houses and homes of their 
enemies? The writer asks this question because the civilised people of Europe. 
find it too much to hear of any act of cruelty even to the smallest animals. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


9. The Darussaitanat and Urdu Guide of the 29th March says that, asthe panvesarranat 


Yeola disturbance is proved to have been the doing 4"? UrDU Guips 


Cost of extra police levied from March 29th, 1894. 


Musalmans for the Yeola distur- of the Hindus, the levying of the cost of the addi- 
bance. tional police from the Musalmans simply on the 
suspicion that ng | set fire toa Hindu temple is very unfair and unjust. The 
Musalmans deny having set fire to the mandir, and it is most probable that 
the Hindus themselves burnt down the temple in order to prove their innocence 
and to show their hostility to the Government and the Musalmans. 
8. The Vikrampur of the 29th March approves of the intention of Govern- —yixnayror, 
ment to increase the number of chaukidars in March 29th, 1894. 


. 


The village chaukidari system 


i: 


BANGAVaSI, 
March 31st, 1894. 


BanNoavasi. 


Thefts, &c., in the Howrah dis- 
trict. 


paper enquires, is this too a proof that Howrah is 
fam Rajya, as Mr. Grierson says it is? 
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(b)— Working of the Courts. 


6. Alpunch of the 22nd March says that, Mr. Babonau, Sub-divisiong) 

Mr. Babonau, Sub-divisional Officer of Barh in the district of Patna, is apt to 
Officer of Barb, in the district of lose his temper and to use abusive language towards 
Patna. the amla and the mukhtears of bis Court, who haye 


‘therefore ceased to attend his Court. - | 


7. The Sanjivani of the ong egy gm it fig coy that the writer 
oo. Inthe Indian Daily News wuo has taken exceptio 

with tate “Meets Radian of to the appointment of Mr. Kedar Nath Rai ‘ the 
Hooghly. | District Judge of Hooghly is himself a disappointed 
official, One fails to understand how he has ventured to call Mr. Rai ap 
inexperienced officer. Mr. lai is an officer of such intelligence and ripe judg. 
ment as are rarely met with in the whole Civil Service, and the experience he 
has gained in the course of his 15 years’ service in the judicial line is of a kind 
which is seldom possessed by a judicial officer of his standing, Both the High 
Court and the Government know what Mr. Rai’s abilities are, and that is wh 
they have given him this post. He has served as Sessions Judge at Rangpur, 
Krishnagur and Dacca, and from all these places the writer has received 
eulogistic reports of his work. There is, however, one point connected with 
Mr. Rai’s appointment to the District Judgeship of Hooghly which the writer 
cannot pass over, and that is that though he has been acting in his new post for 
about a fortnight, his appointment has not yet been gazetted. Is there an 
mystery at the bottom of this affair? The writer has come to know that the 
owners and managers of the many mills and factories in the Hooghly district 
are dissatisfied with this appointment. But if Government:lends its ear to these 
men, why should it not pay similar regard to any objection that the native 
population of a district may make against the appointment of a European 
Magistrate or Judge? 


(d)—LEducation, — 
8. The Sulabh Dainik of the 80th March says that according to a 
corespondent of the Indian Mirror, though the resi- 
The Hindu Hostel. 


| dent students in the Hindu Hostel are made to 
pay at higher rates than those fixed by the Lieutenant-Governor, and are 
given hardly enough to eat, the income of the Hostel is not sufficient to pay 
its charges, This is no doubt due, as the correspondent says, to the mainten- 
ance of a very large staff for the management and supervision of the Hostel. 
It is said that the Superintendent of the Hostel is paid the high salary of 
Its. 100 a month, and he as well as every other employe in the Hostel down 
to the durwan has got an assistant. ‘There is clearly no necessity- for such @ 
numerous staff for only 129 boarders, What do the honorary visitors of the 
Hostel do? Do they ever condescend to cross the threshold of the establish- 
ment? It is time for Government to look into the management of this institu- 
tion, and cut down the charves. 
9. The Sudhakar of the 31st March fully approves of the age circular 
ee , issued by the Director of Public Instruction. The 
ie age circular of the Director ° . 
of a Bo reason for the exemption of Muhammadan boys 
; from the operation of the circular, as assigned by 
Mr. Buckland in the Council, is highly satisfactory. Religion is, with Muham- 
madans, the essence of life. Like other peoples in India, Muhammadans have 
not yet betaken themselves solely to a money-making education, to the utter 
neglect of their religion. If the Muhammadans pass some years in acquiring 
their sacred lcarmug before beginning to learn a foreign language, there 
bé no hkehhood of their religious faith being endangered by the influence of 
their subsequent foreign education. Mr. Buckland is, therefore, earnestly 
requested not to modify the circular in any way. 
10. A correspondent of the Sunjivani of the 31st March writes % 
Pree , 2, follows:— 
a6 dom as aes: beaks After tho issue of the first circular of thé 
: Director of Public Instruction, prohibiting the v8 
of seme of Abala Kanta Sen’s keys, one Satyabrata Sinha Rai, intending 
to fiustrate the cbvect of Government, changed the covers of all A 


( 8 ) 


Kanta’s books and put his own name on them as the author, and altered the 
very names of the keys from ‘Sucharu Vyakhyas” to “ Vishad Vyakhyas. 

What roused the corresvondent’s suspicion is the fact that though the covers 
were altered, the old titles were found inside the books ; and the correspondent 
has now come to know that the very same books of Babu Abala Kanta which 
the Director has proscribed are being sold to boys under slightly different. titles 
and as books written by a different author. The correspondent has seen 


copies of the “ Vishad Vyakhya” from which the original covers had not been 


removed, and new covers had been only pasted on; and this completely un- 
ravelled the mystery. ‘The correspondent has, therefore, seized all the ‘‘ Vishad 
Vyakhyas” which he found. with his pupils. There seems lictle doubt that 
Abala Kanta is personally connected with this deception, for he has opened a 
shop in which these books are being sold. It is to be hoped that Government 
will severely punish Abala Kanta for the deception he is practising, and see 

that the object of its circulars is fully gained. 
11. The Dacca Gazette of the 2nd April refers to the recent inspection of 
, the College and schools in Dacca by Sir Alfred 

Official inspectioa of colleges and Croft, and writes as follows:— 

— ‘he officials who come to inspect a school or 
college generally confine their enquiry about it to such things as the total 
number of its students an teachers and the attendance on the day of their 
inspection. No report of a school or college written by an official visitor is 
ever found to contain any remarks as to whether the institution has any cther 
sources of income besides school fees, whether sanitary rules are attended to 
in the sehool and whether there are books in the library. That these and 
similar things are legitimate subjects of enquiry in. regard to a school or college 
visitors seem not to know. ‘The writer is glad that on the occasion of his 


Daca G 2 ‘TTS, 
April 2nd, 194, 


recent visit to a: school in Dacca, Sir Alfred Croft made some significant remarks © 


about the absence of any arrangement for the pulling of yankas which he found 
hanging in the class rooms. It is well that Sir Alfred did this. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


12. The Sudhakar of the 31st March says that District Boards should on 
: | — no = account have non-official Chairmen, because 
pv cmollicial Chairmen in District natives are incompetent for the post. That the 
members of the Boards do their duties with some 
erre 18 because there are Magistrate-Chairmen over them. If non-official Chair- 
men are appointed, the members will only seek their own interests. They will 
employ the proceeds of taxes collected from poor people on the construction 
of roads and establishment of dispensaries in their own villages only. When- 
ever a Magistrate-Chairman receives any representation from the tax-payers 
that the members of a District Board are selfishly spending the funds at their 
disposal, he prevents them from doing so. But if non-official Chairmen are 
appointed, the people will have none to protect them against the injudicious acts 
of the members. Mr. Bourdillon is therefore requested never to give his 
assent to the appointment of non-officiul Chairmen. 

13. The Dainik-o Samachar Chandrika of the 1st April says that Sir Antony 
MacDonnell’s reply to the Maharaja of Darbhanga’s 
question about the assessment of certain Hindu 
temples at Benares to the municipal rate is not satisfactory, and that for the 
following reasons :— | 


Taxation of the Ben: res temples. 


lt. In many cases Brahmans and priests have to reside in temples; 
but temples do not thereby lose their character of places of 
worship. 

The feeding of atithis is a duty enjoined in the Hindu religion, and 
many Ilindu temples have therefore sadavratas attached to 
them. Thus a mandir does not cease to be a mandir simply 
because atithis are fed at it and priests reside in it. 

If it be said that the feeding of afithis necessitates the expenditure of 
filtered water, the reply is that such water is-also used for 
ablution and other purposes in musjids and churches, and yet 
musjids and churches have been excmpted. 


SUDHAKAR, 
March 3lst, 13894, 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKa, 


April 1st 1994. 
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unless their owners undertake to re-excavate them. 
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Sir Antony should not have referred to the Hindu members of the Benares 
Municipality in this connection. For many of these so-called Hindu members 
are not Hindus at all, while a good many among them have to do what they are 
bid to do by the Saheb Chairman. | 

14, The Dacca Prakash of the lst April has the following :— 

Though the Dacca Municipality has an annual 

The affairs of the Dacca Muni- income of Rs. 1,50,000, its affairs are very unsatis- 
— factorily managed. The streets of the munici- 
pality are not properly paved, watered and lighted and privies are not 
properly cleansed. The municipal funds are often wasted. Some of the tax- 
collectors of the municipality are in the habit of withholding the receipts 
for paid up bills and of simply acknowledging payments on the back of the 
bills. One of these men, Mir Nawab by name, who died recently, collected 
taxes in this way without crediting the collections to the municipal treasury, 
and an attempt is being made to recover the age! over again from the rate- 
payers. During Mir Nawab’s illness, one Fajal Ali was appointed to do his 
work, and he has absconded with a large sum of money. | 

15. The Dacca Gazette of the 2nd April writes as follows :— | 

es Deces Menietoalii One of the chief causes which led to the 

ond breaking out of cholera in Dacca last year was 
furnished by the municipality itself. Neither river water nor filtered water 
being available in all parts of the town, the water of the ‘hal that runs through 
it was used by a large number of people for bathing and drinking purposes. 

But the filth of the town finding its way into this ‘hal under the orders of 
the municipality, its water was contaminated and gave mise to the cholera 
epidemic which carried off thousands last year. ‘The disease has again made 
its appearance now, and some people have already succumbed toit. The 
municipality ought to see that no tank in the town is polluted in any way, and 
it ougnt to fill up those tanks whose water has been found to be injurious, 
Otherwise Vacca will be 
ruined this year. The most important duty of a municipality 1s to devise 
means for the preservation of the health of its rate-payers. But it is to be 
regretted that there is only a very small number of Commissioners in the 
}acca Municipality who know what their duty in this respect is. The streets 
not being watered in these sultry days have become so full of dust that they 
are occasioning fever and cough among the townsmen. 

The whole town pays a night-soil tax, but it is doubtful whether night- 
soil is properly and carefully removed from the houses of more than a very 
small fraction of the people. In fact, the mehter service is extremely unsatis- 
factory, and no redress has been obtained on repeated applications to the 
municipality, which, in excuse for their inability to offer the people any help 
in the matter, has put forth the plea of want*of a sufficient number of mehters. 
But if there is really a want of a sufficient number of mehters, the municipalit 
can enhance the night-soil tax to such an extent as to be able to keep up a fu 
phalanx of mehters. There is no use doing things by halves. 

16. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th April has the follow- 

ing :— 

The authorities in Benares have done the 
| Hindu community a double wrong in assessing the 
Hindu temples alone to the water-rate. In the first place, there has been an 

interference with the Hindu religion ; secondly, special favour. has been shown 
to Musalmans and Christians to the mortification of the Hindus, who are 
already impressed with the belief that Government is more attached to the 


Sir Antony MacDonnell on the 
taxation of the Benares temples. 


-  Musalmans than to the Hindus, that it shows greater favour to the former than 


~~ to the latter, and that it fears the former more than it fears the latter. 


And 
the conduct of the North-Western Provinces Government in the cow-killing 
riots has served to confirm this impression in the Hindu mind. The present 
action of the authorities in regard to the Benares temples will only go to still 
further strengthen this belief. 

One of Sir Antony's arguments in defence of the assessment was that it 
was imposed with the consent of the Hindu Commissioners. If this is true, 
then it must be said that the Commissioners who assented to the measure, 
although they go by the name of Hindus, are not true Hindus. But Babu 


( 259 ) 


oo 


matter. ‘The Vice-Chairman’s explanation is not, however, satisfactory. The 
Hindu Commissioners should have resigned rather than act against their will 
and. conviction. ee 

. The Vice-Chairman also said that the municipality beimg in want of 
money, and the Hindu temples being very rich, it was thought inadvisable to 
exempt them. If this is the true reason why the Hindu temples have been 


assessed, then Hindus have sufficient cause for alarm. For it means that every 


althy man ought to be subjected to oppression. 

vs The assessment being fer the dalek Files the writer fails to understand the 
justice of a measure in which masjids and churches, which consume water 
equally with Hindu temples, have been exempted. 

With a new Viceroy at the head of the administration, the Home Member, 
Sir Antony MacDonnell, a veteran civilian and a thorough Anglo-Indian, 1s 
doing and saying anything he likes as if he were the ruler of the country. 
This is certainly not good. Lord Elgin ought to be a little more firm and 
strong than he is now. His Lordship ought to see that his ministers do not 
take such latitudes, and that provincial rulers like Sir C. Crosthwaite do not act 
arbitrarily, He should also see that unusual favour is not shown to Christians 
and Muhammadans. 

17. The Sulabh Dainik of the éth April has the following anent the 

assessment of Benares temples to municipal 

taxes :-— 

The writer is strongly against this policy of 
favouritism which has led to the assessment of H{indu temples to the exclusion 
of Musalman masjids and Christian churches, and he must say once more that 
this assessment is as objectionable on principle as Aurungzeb’s jyiah. It is 
clear from Sir Antony’s answers in the Council that no redress is to be hoped 
for from the Government. As for the answer, it was a most childish one. 
In the first part of his answer Sir Antony said that only those houses were 


Sir Antony MacDonnell on the 
temple tax in Benares. 


exempted which were used exclusively for religious purposes. Does Sir Antony 


then mean to say that the feeding of atithis in the Annapurna and Ganesh temples 
is not a religious act? If he is under such a misapprehension, he should know 
that the feeding of atithis is a duty enjoined in the Hindu religion, and that in 
the Annapurna temple, at least, it is a most important religious act. Then, as 
for the residence of priests in the temple, that becomes a necessity from the 
circumstance that Hindu gods have to be worshipped several times in the course 
of the day and at least once after nightfall. ‘lhe priests have also to wait at 
night - any casual devotees who may come to make their offerings to the gods 
at night. | 

It is said that there is consumption of water in Hindu temples and they 
should therefore be assessed. But is there no consumption of water in masjids 
and churches? It is well known that Musalmans require water for ablution 
before they make their namaz. Water is also required for washing the floors and 
watering the trees and pathways in masjids and churches. Water is also 
certainly consumed in masjids and churches by those who remain in charge of 
the buildings. 

Sir Antony’s reference to the Hindu Commissioners of the Benares 
Municipality was like a drowning man’s attempt to save his life by catching at 


a straw. The Hindu Commissioners-to whom Sir Antony appealed must have ~ 


heen those strange creatures who now-a-days pass by the name of Hindu, but 
who have little to do with Hinduism. 


( )\—General., 


18. The Bharat Mitra of the 27th March says that it is a matter of 
a Cee regret that Lord Elgin intends to appropriate the 
Famine Insurance Fund to other than its legitimate 


purposes. At the time of the creation of this fund Lord L 


08 the ton solemn! 
promised that its proceeds should be always spent in relieving gee in ated 
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of scarcity. Lord Elgin should have kept this promise of his predecessor 
inviolate and not misapplied the proceeds of the fund in the manner proposed. 

19. The Hasivurnvasi of the 28th March says that, though the district 
| of Barisal is within the Dacca Commissionership, 
the editor of that paper has not obtained a copy of 

the Administation Report of that Division, although 
copies of the publication have been supplied to all Dacca papers by Mr. Luttman- 
saan’ sel eg What can be the reason of this ? 

20. A correspondent of the same paper says that the want of a post 
office is badiy felt at Hijla, a village in the district 
of Barisal. ‘The village is now served by the post 
} office at Sabaspur, which is about 6 to7 salhes distant 
from it. This causes much inconvenience in the distribution of letters there. 
The authorities are asked to establish a post office at the village. 

21. The Suhachar of the 28th March refers to the proposed diversion 
of the Famine Fund by the Government of India, 
and remarks as follows :-— 

The Financial Member threatens to absorb 
the Famine Fund, and its absorption’ by him will remind people here 
of what the robber in the story said to Alexander the great: ‘‘ There is 
no distinction between you and me, except that you have a larger following 
aud no one to take you to task for any of vour acts.” If a man deposits a 
certain sum with another for some specified purpose, and the latter spends it 
for purposcs of his own, he becomes guilty, in the eye of the law, of the 
offence known as criminal breach of trust. If a broker, for instance, is asked 
by some one to purchase a Government security for him and he buys instead 
a Joint-Stock Company’s share, he makes himsclf lable to punishment for the 
same offence. In the same way, if the proceeds of the Famine Fund had been 
deposited in a Bank, and the Directors of the Bank had spent the same for 
purposes of their own, they would have been lodged in a criminal jail. And 
in the present matter Government stands on precisely the same footing as the 
Bank Directors in the case supposed, with only this difference that it cannot 
be punished like the Bank Directors by a Court of law. But, then, people 
say that the Government of India is powerless in the matter, and would not 
_ done this unjust act if it had not been pressed by the Ministry to 

O SO. | 

22. The same paper hopes that the Government of India will put down 
the disorder and maladministration now prevailing 
in Assam. The following passage in the Bengal 
Times newspaper shows how matters stand just now in that province :— 

In many villages in the district of Kamrup, the men have fled from 
their homes, and the sufferings of the women are past all description. Food, 
articles, furniture and household utensils are being looted. A new jail 1 
bring erected, and Brahmans, Gosvamis and other respectable people are being 
made to work there harder than coolies. Even the Gosvamis of Basahati are 
mnong the number. ‘These Gosvamis have nearly a lakh of disciples in 
Kamrup, and it is heartrending to see them doing the work of coolies. But 
this oppression of the Gosvamis will appear trifling compared with the brutal 
usage to which women of the respectable classes are being subjected. The 
current year’s demands are being realised without trouble, and the raiyats are 
selling their ordinary household utensils in order to meet them. Nevertheless 
some 10 or 12 among them were criminally prosecuted and taken to the 
Magistrate's tent, where they were made to work like coolies for seven oF 
cight days, then made special constables and afterwards set free, The Bengal 
Times 1s cdited by an Englishman possessing great experience, aud he must have 
made careful enquiries before writing the above. 
Surprise, what is the meaning of all this and who is responsible for it and when 
will it end ? The people of Assam are as law-abiding as those of Kengal, and this 
year's rent disturbances there must be therefore admitted to have been brought 
about by special circumstances. The Oppression of the poor inoffensive 
ralyats must have been intolerable, or the 
against the orders of the Government officers. N evertheless, the story of their 

resorting to arms and attacking the police cannot be believed. What really 
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acd was probably this:—A number of people assembled at a place in the 
ha hat thele very li would secure for them a hearing from the local 
officials, and then some professional badmashes among them made some disbur- 
bance, and that was all. Be that as it may, it 1s very improper to make 
Brahmans, Gosvamis and other respectable people work like coolies. _ Of the 
many mischiefs caused by Lord Lansdowne’s unsympathetic policy, this Assam 
affair is one. It has been proved that Mr. Ward doubled and trebled the 
orjvinal rates of rent, and Lord Lansdowne had to pass orders for their 
reduction. And if reduction has been effected, there should be no more cause 
‘or trouble or disturbance. Why then are the people flying from their houses ? 
Is there any truth in the report that Sir Antony MacDonnell will be appointed 
to the Chief Commissionership of Assam? Assam now needs a man like 
Sir Antony. | ee 

23. ‘The same paper has the following :— 

- Two good appointments made by By appointing Babu Kedar. Nath Rai to the 
Sir Charles Elliott. Hooghly Judgeship, Sir Charles Elliott has shown 
that, so far as he is concerned, he is prepared to follow a strictly right course of 
action. Hitherto, nearly all high posts in the gift of Government have been 
monopolised by English Civilians, and it is very difficult to break that mono oly. 
Babu Kedar Nath is no doubt an exceptionally able officer, still the fact o his 
being a native may have so long excluded him from the office to which he has 
now been appointed. Mr. Power, Commissioner of Burdwan, will shortly go 
away on leave, and the writer is glad that the Lieutenant-Governor intends 
appointing Mr. R. C. Dutt in his place. Mr. Dutt has served with credit even 


in such difficult districts as Mymensingh and Barisal, and has proved by the 


way in which he has done his duties that there is no truth in the statement 
that. natives are not fit for work requiring courage and perseverance. He is at 
present Magistrate of Burdwan, and has won great popularity in that capacity. 
The office of Divisional Commissioner is next in importance to that of Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, and this is the reason why no native has yet been appointed to 
it. But the times are changed, and the authorities have come to understand 
that, like Englishmen, natives also consider it their duty to support the British 
ltaj in India. The Parliament, the Maharani, the English people and successive 
Governors-General have repeatedly declared that as the fituess of natives 
increases they will be entrusted by Government with larger powers, and the 
people have only to wait to see this declaration given effect to in practice. If 


Government only adheres to its policy in this matter it will succeed in removing 


all cause of dissatisfaction among the natives, 
24. The Sulabh Dainik of the 30th March has the following :— 
The diversion of the Famine The first thing which Sir Charles Elliott did 
Fund. ; 7 on rising to speak in the course of the debate on the 
Financial Statement was to characterise the Famine Fund as the “sv-called 
Famine Insurance Fund,” though the writer fails to understand with what face 
{lis Honour did so after Lord Lytton’s solemn pledge about its use and 
ee It seems there is nothing which our “ go-called’’ authorities 
cannot do. 
Sir Charles Elliott does not want to admit that this is a fund. According to 
un it is only a “ grant,” there being this difference between a “ fund ” and a 
2 erant,” that while a fund is created and maintained for a particular object, a 
srant”’ is only an occasional sanction of money for a particular item of expen- 
diture, It was Sir David Barbour who first used the word “grant” in place of 
fund” in this connection But a name is a mere convention, and people would 


hot object to call a fund a grant, if Government remained true to its pledge 
about its use and application. 


It is surprising to hear Sir Charles Elliott say that the extension of railways 


i recent years hasto a great extent removed all fear of famine. But then 
the man who says this is the Lieutenant-Governor who sometime prescribed 
kesur for the famine-stricken people of Bihar. 
| According to Sir Charles’ calculation less than thirty-four lakhs have been 
nt a famine relief within the last thirteen years, and that means an average 
roe ss Sgn three lakhs in a year. Besides this expenditure, Government, it 
? said, has also spent five crores and a half in railway extension, an equal 
nount in paying off loans, and one crore and seventy-five lakhs in irrigation 
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work, that isto say, a total of thirteen crores only. But the Famine Fund 
amounted to twenty crores, and there should therefore remain a balance of 
seven crores. But the balance is being set down by the authorities at only a 
crore and-a-half. How is this difference to be accounted for? Sir Charles 
gave no explanation of this difference. 

As for the thirty-four lakhs spent in famine relief in the course of thirteen 
years, the writer begs to point out that the amount was thought sufficient by 
the authorities only because they rendered help only in extreme cases. Indeed, 
Government’s expenditure for famine relief is no standard by which to judge of 
the extent or intensity of a famine. 

If, as Sir Charles Elliott said, there is no fear of famine any longer, why 
should not the income-tax which has taken the place of the Imperial license. 
tax be abolished? Lord Lytton expressly stated that the object of the latter 
tax was to maintain the Famine Fund. Indeed, the arguments wh:ch have been 
ut forward by Government as its justification for encroaching upon the Famine 
Fund are, to say the least, perfectly worthless. But, all the same, Government 
has determined to encroach upon that fund. Lord Elgin gave the peuple some 
hope that the cotton duties would be imposed. But what does his Lordship say 
now? It is now clear that uprightness is no part of political morality, and that 
politics and morality do not go hand in hand. | 


25. The Bangavasi of the 31st March has tho following :— 

The Opium Commission, which was appointed 
to gratify a whim of certain missionaries, has cost 
India two lakhs of rupees, and the whole of this 
paid by India. Anda further sum of thirty thousand 
rupees will have to be spent in England on account of the Commission, and 
half of this amount will have to-be paid by India. But would it not be fairer 
to compel those people tor whose satisfaction the Commission was appointed 
to pay these expenses instead of making the people of India pay them ? 


23. The Sudhakar of the 31st March writes as follows :— 

From the list of Rural Sub-Registrars and 
Special Sub-Registrars produced by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Cotton in the Bengal Council, it is found that up 
to date the number of Hindus appointed to these posts is much greater than that 
of Muhammadans. There is, therefore, no ground for the complaint which 1s 
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The question of the Sub-Regis- 
trarships : 


understand them fully or clearly. 
as Ilindus, can of course ce HN their mother-tongue much better than 
Hindus. In many zillas in East Bengal, where the number of Muhammadan 
residents 1s much As than that of Hindu residents, the duties of a Sub-hegis- 
trar can undoubtedly be better discharged by a Muhammadan than by a Hindu. 
On the whole, a larger number of Musalmans ought to be appointed to Sub- 
Registrarships than is at present done. : 

27. The Bankura Darpan of the Ist April complains of the unfair assess- 
ment of the Road Cess and the Income-tax in the 
district of Bankura. These two taxes are impover- 
ishing the people. The Income-tax is often asses 
sed without a reference to incomes, and people cannot get a reduction even 
by showing their account-books to the assessing officers. 


28. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 8rd April takes exception 
to the new rule of Government under which 1° 
free lunatics will be kept in the asylum free of charge. 
As the lowest rate for detaining lunatics has bee? 
fixed at Rs. 12 a month, it will be beyond the power of the poor to get their 
lunatics detained in the asylum. Government now detains all lunatics who ar 
found wandoring in the streets and laying violent hands on the public, but 
ought also to detain poor people’s lunatics who, though they do not wander 
about in the streets, behave in a most unruly manner in their own homes. 
is hoped that Sir Charles Elliott will show this consideration to the poor. 
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99, Referring to the interpellations in the Viceroy’s Council regarding 
| the rent riots in Assam, the Sulabh Dainik of the 
ee 3rd April says that it was admitted by the Home 
Member that the increase of rent which was at first fixed by the Chief Commis- 
sioner at 100 per cent. was ultimately reduced by that officer himself to 37 
per cent., and was further reduced by the Government of India on the repre- 
sentation of the raiyats to 32$ per cent. Now, can_Sir Antony MacDonnell 
explain why Mr. Ward insisted on collecting rents at enhanced rates when he 
had himself said that the enhanced rates were too high, and when he had 
reasonable grounds for thinking that the Government of India might reduce 
the rates? If Sir Antony can give a over gy answer to this question, the 
public will be convinced of the Government’s desire to redress the people’s 
wrongs. : 

Sir Antony’s reply to the - pprerte relating to the employment of respect- 
able people in constructing Jal accommodation for themselves was most 
childish, and no sensible man will be satisfied with it, ‘The Home Member 
said that they were employed in constructing houses for themselves, But were 
they employed in constructing houses for themselves, which they would be 
allowed to sell when their term of imprisonment was over, appropriating the 
sale proceeds to themselves ? However that may be, the Home Member 
admitted that they were employed in digging, and is digging suitable work for 
respectable people ? And if a tea-planter had been unfortunate enough to 
undergo incarceration, would Government have dared to employ him in the 


same way? If not, what redress does Government propose to make to those 


who were so insultingly employed ? One finds it hard to believe that justice 
has disappeared from British dominions in India, But it is clear that justice will 
net be done to these unfortunate men by the Government in this country. 


Their only hope now lies in an appeal to the British Parliament. If that body,. 


too, fails to uo them justice, they must not hope to get justice done to them 
at all. =. 

Respectable people have been employed as special constables not for 
collecting rents, as the Home Member said, but for peering order and peace. 
The writer dares to say that the Government of Jndia was not rightly informed 
on this point. But supposing that these constables have been employed only 
to keep the peace, will any one deny: that sufficient outrage has been thereby 
committed upon them? ‘The riots were beyond doubt brought about by the 
reckless conduct of the Chief Commissioner, and why should innocent people 
be made to pay the penalty ? 

Sir Antony’s assurance that statistics of casualties, &c., in connection with 
the riots will be submitted at a later date was most unsatisfactory. 

Itis clear that the unfortunate incidents in Assam were brought about 
solely by the fault of the authorities. It is the thoughtless conduct of the 
Chict Commissioner which is solely and exclusively responsible for the whole 
affair. Government may do what it likes to exonerate itself, but the public 
will clearly see its fault, It is to be hoped that Parliament will do justice to 
the people of Assam in this matter, 


IIIT.—LEGIsLaTIvE. 


30. The Sahachar of the 28th March says that the proposal of the 
British Indian Association relating to the manage- 
ment of Hindu temple funds ought to meet with 
| the approval of the entire country. If, as pro- 
posed by the Association, temple funds of a public character are entrusted to 
the management of committees, consisting of the Hindu members of District 
Boards, it is likely that they will not be so misused as they are now. ‘I'he 
writer would also like to have a general committee at Calcutta to control all 
other committees in the country, as such an arrangement will effectually pre- 


The question of the regulation 
of temple funds. | 


vent possible combinations of the members of branch committees with Mohants _ 


for the purpose of misappropriating temple funds. 
31. The same paper th that the proposed amendment of the Criminal 
Procedure Code requiring people to give informa- 
tion to the police even of cases of an lawful 
assembly willdo more harm than good. Suppose 


)° 


The Criminal Procedure Code 
Amendment Bill. 
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: two zamindars to collect lattials with the object of engaging in an affray. 
. A village pandit, who lives near the intended scene of quarrel, gives inforna- 
1} tion to the police. This puts the zamindars on the alert, and when the daroga 
‘a comes to enquire, the pandit can point to nothing as justifying the information 
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he has given. The zamindars now want to prosecute the pandit under section 
‘a 211 of the Penal Code, while the daroga sends up the poor man on the charge 
+ of harassing the police; well, what is he todo? ‘I'he writer therefore proposes 
ql that the law should exempt persons giving information from criminal pro- 


ite secution in case their information turns out to be incorrect. 


SAMACHAR, 32. The same paper has the following on the subject of the Sanitary 
Drainage Bil :— 


Sanitary. Drainage Bill . 
The Sanitary Drainage Bi The object of the measure is no doubt good, 


ta hut the means proposed in it to gain that object do not recommend themselves 


Tea to the writer. A good system of drainage is no doubt necessary for Bengal, 


ta : but it should be borne in mind in this connection that in order that the crops 


may grow, the fields ought to remain under water for at least five months in the 
The chapter on drainage in the new Bill should be therefore abandoned. 


ca? car. e 
ai No expensive scheme of drainage 1s necessary,.and if Government only does its 


duty by re-excavating silted up rivers and water-courses, the obstruction to drain- 
age, from which the country now suffers, will be removed, and malaria will dis- 
appear. The times are hard, the people are over burdened with taxation, and no 
experiments of doubtful efficacy should therefore be made at their cost. A 
padre once had the likenesses of his wife and children prepared, but on trying to 
-fit them up in his room, found them too large forit ! Government should take a 
lesson from this, and not spend lots of money ona scheme which may after 
all prove wholly unsuited to the requirements of this country. Sanitation is 
certainly a good thing, kut the poor people of this country who cannot procure 
their daily bread cught not to be made to pay for it. India has had enough of 
experiments at her cost, and her omniscient civilian rulers should spare her more 

of these in these days of high prices. | 
33. The Banganivdst of the 30th March has the following on the question 

of temple properties :— 

Can any Hindu deny that adultery is com- 
) | mitted now-a-days in Hindu temples? Who does 
not know that the mohunts and other shebatts of temples are using temple funds 
as if they were their own private property, with the full knowledge that they 
have no right to use those funds in this way? Who will deny that the 
mohunts now-a-days are as it were the very incarnations of vice of every kind? 
But should the Hindu reiigion be allowed to degrade itself in this way ? Should 
the Hindus silently suffer their temples, the sanctuaries of religion, to be con- 
verted into so many places of amusement and lying-in rooms? Do the Hindus 


BANGANIVAST, 
March 86th, PSYd. 


The question of Hindu temple 
properties. 


| want to see such things ? If not, they should be the last to oppose the proposals 
which are being made for better management of temple properties. No one, 
of course, desires their management by Europeans. But in such large and 
7 important matters, the intervention of Government must be called in. 

The proposal for a new law may well alarm the public. But those who 
have taken the alarm ought to know that what Government is asked to do 1s 
: not to frame a new law, but only to put an existing law into operation. The 
enactment passed in 1861 has become inoperative through the carelessness of 
1 the Ilindu community, which never made use of its provisions. But the 
Ua \ Hindus now see the usefulness of the law and want to enforce it, and the 
an writer fails to see any harm in this. 


The British Indian Association has based its memorial on the minute 
written by Sir Ashley Eden, in which that officer considered it the duty of Gov- 
ermment to see to the management-ef all properties which do not belong to private 
individuals, and which cannot therefore be used by private individuals for their 
own private purposes. They are clearly mistaken who think that the British 
Indian Association is asking Government to take into its own hands the 
management of temple funds. ‘hose who are objecting to the course taken by 
the British Indian Association ought to remember that every attempt was made 
to make an amicable settlement of the quarrel which is going on in regard to 
Turakeswar property, but that the attempt failed. In the meantime, the 


property is being wasted in litigation, and is finding its way. into the pockets of 


0 ( 265 ) 


—~  noever is coming into contact with it. Under these circumstances, there is 


apparently nothing left to be done except calling in the assistance of Govern- 
ment in the matter of the management of temple propecty. And the memorial 
which has been submitted to Government asks for nothing more than that it 
should provide for the management of temple properties, by appointing 
panchayets and arbiters, and by any other weans which will not militate against 
the Hindu religion. If the alarmists know of any simpler method of setting 
about the work, let them explain what it is, and people will accept their scheme, 
if practicable, But the fact is, these people only want to set up an agitation, 


and are not at all anxious for a better management of temple properties. 


34, The Pratikar of the 30th March does not approve of the proposal 
made by the British Indian and Indian Associa- 
tions for placing the management of dedotiar 
a in the hands of the District Boards. In 
the religious affairs of the Hindus there should be no Government interference. 
Hindu society ought to be careful in the matter from this time. 


35, The Sarasvat Patra of the 31st March highly praises Government for 
| passing Act V of 1894 relating to the sales of 
properties in execution of civil court decrees. The 


. The question of religious endow- 
ments. 


Act V of 1894. 


law will be beneficial both to decree-holders and to judgment-debtors owning — 


lands. It is areally kingly act to pass such a law. 


36. The Sanjivani of the 31st March says that Government has not 
acted rightly in appointing Mr. Wilkins, District 
and Sessions Judge of the 24-Parganas, to the seat 
in the Bengal Council which has been vacated by 
Babu Gonesh Chunder Chunder. It would be idle to expect that Mr. Wilkins, 
a Government servant, would be able to give his independent opinion on any 
legislative measure which may be introduced in the Council. A District Judge 
was never before appointed to a membership of the Council. But now both the 
Magistrate and the Judge of Alipore have been appointed members of the 


Council. Some competent Bengali should have been appointed to succeed 
Babu Gonesh Chunder. | 


37. The Bangavasi of the 31st March has the following :— 
It is being contended in certain quarters that 
mae question of temple pro property belonging to Hindu temples is public 
property. But if by public property is meant 
property to which the public have a right and title, it should be asked how 
property given away to a god can be called public property. Take, for instance, 
the case of Tarakeswar. Has anybody any might to the large sums of money 


Mr. Wilkins’ appointment to the 
Bengal Council. 


which are given away as an offering to the god by those who come to worship 


him ? No one who makes such an offering to the god ever specifies the object 
for which he desires his gift to be expended; that is to say, no pilgrim ever says 
that with his money the hungry shall be fed, or Sanskrit pathsalas shall be 
established, or lodging-houses for pilgrims shall be built, or the temple of the 
god shall be repaired. If it had been the practice to make gifts to temples on 
such cenditions as these, then the givers or their legal representatives might have 
insisted upon their money being devoted to the scitiinice object for which it 
was granted. But when money is given to gods not on such conditions, but 
simply for the purpose of worship and only to please or propitiate them, no 
one, not even the man who makes a gift, has any right to the money, not to 
speak of the general public. And those who make gifts of money to temples 
never, us a matter of fact, enquire how their moneys are spent. And not to 
speak of gifts made to mohunts, who are owners of maths. people do not enquire 
whether the money which they give away even to pandas and purohits in places 
of pilgrimage is spent by the latter for a good or for a bad purpose. And if the 
money which is given to a panda that 1s to a priest of the god, is not public 
propeity, how can the money which is given for the worship of the god himself 


be regarded as public property ? A good deal of money is also spent by 


pilgrims in gifts to beggars in places of pilgrimage. But does any one who 
Blves away the moncy in this way ever enquire whether the beggars spend 
What they get for the specific purpose for which money is given to them, or 
Whether they squander it in drunken orgies? And does anybody want the 
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Legislature to.compel beggars to spend the money which is given to them for 


SOM PRAKASH, 


Apral 2nd, 1sd4, 


~ the | gogey purpose for which it is given and for no other? 


| other? So, every gift 
made by a Hindu to a god is an absolute and unconditional gift, in which the 
person making it does not retain the least right, title or interest. None but 
the shebait or the priest has any right to the money or other property which js 
so given. ‘lhe public have nothing to do withit. It is from time immemoria] 
that the Hindus Lisa been making such gifts to their gods in holy places, but 
no one ever wanted to know to what purpose the gifts were devel. Why then | 
is an attempt being made to prove debuttar property to be public property, 
and to induce the Legislature to pass an enactment regulating the management 
of such property ? ) 

Debuttur property not being public property, how is the question of its use 
or misuse to be decided? What may appear misuse to one may appear to 
another a perfectly legitimate use. One man may consider it a legitimate use 
of the money belonging to the Tarakeswar god to devote it to the establish. 
ment at that place of a zanana hospital, 1 higher class English school, and a 
young ladies’ college like the Bethune College at Calcutta. Another may 
consider it a proper use of that money to spend it in giving subscriptions for 
farewell addresses to Governors and in providing English dinners for the 
Magistrate out on tour to that place, A third may be of opinion that temple funds 
ought to be utilised in giving subscriptions in aid of the Congress, in providing 
ships for Babus desirous of visiting England, and in conducting an agitation 
against child-marriage. Such persons as those who have been up to this time 
proposed as being fit to be entrusted with the management of temple properties 
are all men fully saturated with ideas like these. And are men like these to 
determine what will be a good and proper use of temple funds? How temple 
property is likely to be managed by those who have raised this cry about 
religious endowment ought to be perfectly clear from the manner in which 
they are already managing the affairs of their District Boards. 


A proposal has been made that-the management of temple property should 
be given to the Hindu members of the District Boards. But who is not a Hindu 
now-a-days? The Pioneer of this morning says that Raja Rampal Singh, who 
had been to England, isa Hindu; Barrister Bonnerji is often spoken of as a 
Hindu; the originator of the present agitation about temple money, Babu 
Surendra Nath, that model Babu, is spoken of as a Hindu; an England- 
returned Indian gentleman marries the daughter of another England-returned 
gentleman, and the ceremony is described as being a Hindu marriage. And it is 
according to this definition of the word Hindu that the Hindu members of the 
District Boards shall be chosen who will manage temple funds. All this is too 
much for real Hindus. The writer will not without sufficient evidence go so 


far as to ascribe private motives tc the originators of the present agitation, but 


he is certain that the movement has been got up by that class of men who like 
to meddle in every business without thought of consequences. He will 
therefore earnestly beseech them to desist from their agitation. 


The writer has something to say to the English rulers. Only the other 
day Mr. Cotton said in the Council that Government was not prepared to inter- 
fere with the management of Hindu temple property because it was not in 
possession of facts which necessitated such interference. And it is to be hoped 
that Government will not, on the representation of a handful of people, 
suddenly change its mind. 


38, The Sim Prakash of the 2nd: April is opposed to letting Govern- 
ment have any thing to do with Hindu religious 

endowments. They are hardly far-sighted men 

who cannot, even after the passing of the Consent 
Act, see the mischief which may result from Government interference in the 
matter. The presence of a European at the Tarakeswar temple on the occa- 
sion of the last Sivaratri festival deeply wounded the religious feelings of man 
Ilindus, and many devotees who had carried Ganges water with them wit 
the object of pouring it on the head of the image could not do so because of 
the presence of a mlechchha in the temple. This incident should serve a8 
a warning to these who would wish to see religious funds managed by 
Government, 
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29. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 2nd April thus continues Danux-o-Samacuar 


its remarks on the question of the management of 
The question of Hindurcligious Ffindu religious funds :— 
endowments. It is not correct to say, as some people do, that 
Hindu society in general has no right to interfere in the management of funds 
belonging to temples like those at Tarakeswar and Vaidyanath and that the 
management of such funds is absolutely vested in the mohants and pandas. 
As all Hindus have a right to worship the images of Vaidyanath and Tarakeswar 
and as no mohants can deprive them of that right, how can it be said that the 
latter have an absolute control over those images or over the management of 
the funds belonging to them? But when it is said that Hindu society has a 
rizht to interfere in the management of temple funds, only such members 
of that socicty are meant as have faith in Hinduism and practise its 
precepts; and it follows, therefore, that the Babu Hindus who do not possess 
that faith and who follow heterodox practices have no. such right. The 
Maharaja of Ayodhya who asked a question in the Viceregal Council on 
the subject of Hindu religious endowments may be a true Hindu, but the 
Hfon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerji, who put a similar question in the 
Bengal Council, cannot certainly be regarded as such. In the opinion of the 
writer, therefore, Surendra Babu has absolutely no right to say anything on 
the subject of Hindu religious endowments. The British Indian Association, 
has already sent a representation to Government on the subject, and it 1s 
probable that other public bodies will follow suit and an attempt will also be 
made to bring forward specific cases of waste of religious funds. But as the 
task of enquiring into the subject will ultimately fall on a Christian Govern- 
ment, these public bodies should beware how they act in the matter. It 1s not 
at all proper to allow an un-Hindu Government to interfere in the religion or 
religious customs of the Hindus, and the mischief which results from such 
interference, hag been proved by the passing of the Consent Act. The writer 
does not think that religious funds are misused in all maths and temples, and he is 
opposed to bringing all mohants and managers of maths under the operation of 
a rigorous law, simply because a féw among them are guilty of misapplying 
religious funds. ‘here are very few Hindus, who, when entrusted with the 
management of temple funds, will discharge their duties in a way altogether 
unexceptionable. As for those who are now clamouring for alaw on the subject 
of these endowments, a good many among them are, like Babu Surendra Nath 
Banerji, not Hindus at all. ‘Temple funds should be spent in the service of 
the gods and in feeding afithis and Brahmans as a part of that service. They 
should also be spent in celebrating the different religious festivals, maintaining 
Sanskrit tols, and feeding the pupils attached to them, and in maintaining the 
priests attached to the temples. They may also be used in providing comforts 
for pilgrims and in looking after their sanitary wants. But they can by no 
means be utilised in establishing schools, colleges and hospitals or in construct- 
ing roads, parks and buildings. This being the case, neither Municipalities 
nor District Boards should be allowed to have anything to do with their 
management. It is, of course, desirable that steps should be taken to prevent 
mohants from living a wicked life like the late mohant of Tarakeswar, but the 
Writer fears lest with that object in view Government should do some thin 
Which wWilt-accentuate the present evil. The times are bad, and English 
education has demoralised Hindu society, and if Government enacts a law 
on the subject in consultation with those leading native gentlemen whom it 
knows, it will have done a thing which will not meet with the approval of true 
lindus, Are not Act XX of 1863 and section 539 of the Civil Provedure Code 
sullicient for the purpose of preventing a misapplication of Hindu religious 
funds? If not, cannot they be amended in a way which will be acceptable to 
ee Ilindu community, but which will at the same time in no way increase 
xovernment’s power of interfering with these funds? If such an amendment 
of the law be possible, the writer will not object to it. But then it should be left 
to true ILfindus, and not to denationalised Babus, to determine the form which 
the amendment will take. 
40. The same paper a that formerly High Court Judges had seats in 
b ti cc co Legislative Councils, but the independence 
Cuuncil, sme Benge’ displayed by the late Sir Barnes Peacock in his 


capacity of a member of Council terrified the 
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authoritics into altering the arrangement. But this should not have been d 
and High Court Judges should still have seats in the Councils. Many of thoe 

however, who will be glad to sce High Court Judges in tho Legislative Council, 
have taken exception to Mr. Wilkins’ appointment as a member of the Bengal 
Council. They probably think that District Judges are not so independent as 
High Court Judges, and that as members of Councils they will seek to humogr 
Government. But the writer thinks that Mr. Wilkins will discharge his duties 
as a member of the Council with the independence which 1s characteristic of 
the British race. 


41. The Darnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 3rd April says that the exist. 
ing law contains provisions which apply to the 
case of mohunts and religious endowments, and that 
people should not ask for a new law on tho 
subject until those provisions have been put to the test and found wanting, 
The existing law empowers the respectable members of a sect to oust mohunts 
who misuse or misapply the funds of maths and temples which may be objects 
of special interest to that sect. ven the mohunt in charge of- the temple at 
Tarakeswar can be ousted at the instance of a few respectable Hindu gentlemen, 
it being only necessary to take the Advocate-General’s permission before 
instituting a case against him, or the permission of the District Judge if the 
permission of the Advocate-General cannot for any particular reasons be 
obtained. These provisions of the existing law have never been tried in any 
case, and before they have been tried and found inadequate, no new law should 
be asked for. If the old law is found inadequate, an attempt should be made 
to get it amended in a manner which will be desired by the Hindu community, 
Without in any way increasing the power of Government to interfero with 
temple funds. 


42, The same paper has the following in connection with Sir Antony 


MacDonnell’s amendment of the Criminal Proccdure 
The amendment of the Criminal Code:— 
Procedure Code. : 


one, 


The question of the regulation 
of Hindu religious endowments. 


On the day the amendment was passed into 
law, Sir Antony referred to section 45 of the Amended Code, and said 
that it was a mistake to suppose that under it all classes of the public 
would bo required to give information to the police of riots and. unlawful 
assemblies, and that it was only the village officers who would have to 
vive such information. But while making this statement he apparently forgot to 
see that section 44 of the Code makes the duty of informing the police obligatory 
on all classes of the public without distinction. Now, considering the character 
of the police, any increase of its power will make it more oppressive than 1t 
already is. Tho writer must therefore say that, though made with a good — 
object, Sir Antony MacDonnell’s amendment will give the police greater 

facilities for committing oppression. The principle of the amendment may be 
rood, but that is no reason why its practical working will also be attended with 
good results. Sir Antony has praised the Zamindari Panchayet on account of 
its having approved of the principle of the amendment, but the papers which 
have disapproved of the amendment have also accepted its principle, The 


objection is not about the principle, but about the practical working of the 


amendment. Like all other Indian officials, Sir Antony has paid no heed to 
the adverse criticisms of the native press on his measure. The High Court was 
opposed tothe amendment, and though Home members like Sir Antony may 
disregard tho views of the Iligh Court, the writer cannot. By saying that the 
High Court has misunderstood the object of the amendment, Sir Antony has 
indirectly accused the Judges of inexperience and want of foresight. The 
Wiiter is surprised to see such arrogance in Sir Antony, It is Sir Antony 
himself who has, by disregarding the opinion of the High Court in this case, 
‘given proof of inexperience and want of forethought. 


43. The Sulabh Dainik of the 4th April cannot support the Bangavas' 

: theory that mohiunts and pandus have absolute pro 
oes question of temple pro: ietary rights in temple properties. In on 
mohunis, whose appointment and dismissal rest wit? 

the public, are merely trustees of tomple properties on behalf of the public for 
the tamms of their own lives. When mohunfships do not follow the ordinary law 
of succession, it is clear that properties attached to temples cannot be the absolute 
property of mohunts. 
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As for the Bangavasi’s contention that temple property cannot be public at 
jects to which they wish t 


perty because pilgrims do not specify any public o 


vifts to be devoted, it 1s enough to say that every pilgrim presumes 
gifts will be utilised first for the purposes of worship 


and next for the 


er 
that his 
public 


benefit. That this is so is clear from the fact that people who gladly contribute 
large sums of money towards temple funds object to spending even a pice on 


any unworthy object. 


be any such standard, but every one must admit 
chery and litigation. 


management, 
44. 


The amendment of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. 


tion. As delay 


necessity of passing it with so much haste. 
to give information of unlawful assemblies to the 


that even 


police. 


And is it probable that they would continue their gifts 

if they knew that their gifts would be squandered by mohunés in debauchery ¢ 
The Bangavasi also says that there is no standard by which to judge what 

will be a good and what will be a bad use of temple a: 


There may not 
e establishment of 


zanana hospitals, higher class English schools, and institutious for educating 
young ladies, will be a better use of temple funds than wasting them in debau- 

But while thus condemning such waste of temple property as now takes 
place, the writer will not have Government interfere directly with their 


The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 5th April says that the Bill to 
amend the Criminal Procedure Code has been 
hastily passed into law without any material altera- 
in its passing would not have 
caused any inconvenience either to Government or to the people, there was no 
The amendment requires all people 


But considering how 


unlawful assemblies get themsclves formed in practical life, the working of the 
amendment will result in great practical inconvenience. 
to a man’s house and enter into a conversation with him, and the conversation 
leads to a quarrel, in which there is much exchange of abuse. 


Some bhodralog come 


Somebody goes 


to vive information of this to the police, but before the police receives the informa- 


tion the quarrel ceases. 


Cases of this nature are occurring every day, and if 


people are required to give information of them to the police, they will be put 
to great practical inconvenience. None of the members of the Viceregal Council 


referred to the public criticisms on the measure, 


Sir Antony 


MacDonnell's 


reply to the objection that the amendment will increase police oppression is not 


satisfactory. 


He seems to thivk that the faults of the police are due not to its 


organization or constitution, but to its personnel, which is recruited from classes 
of people not much known for honesty or uprightness. But this is a mistake; 
for it is often seen that occupation rather than birth determines a man’s 


character in life. 


Different professions and walks of life influence a man’s 


conduct differently ; and as employment in the police service has been invariably — 
known to injuriously affect the character even of men of very high birth, there 
must be something intrinsically bad in and about it, and not in or about the 


classes in society from which policemen come. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


. 45. The Sanjivant of the 31st March says that, having heard of the preva- 


Distress in the Faridpur district. 


lence of distress in the Faridpur district, the 
Sadharan Brahmo Samaj of Calcutta sent Babu Kasi 


ha me 


DAINTK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


April 5th, 1894. 


SANJIVANT, 
March 31st, 1894, 


Chandra Ghoshal to visit the affected places, and the following is an extract 
from the communication which has been received from him: — | 

__ The condition of the people is most pitiable. Some time ago fourteen 
widows, unable to bear starvation any longer, went on foot all the way to 
Faridpur town. One Sasadhar Chakravarti, a native Christian, took them to 
his place and gave them something by way of relief. 


_, ot asingle man in these parts has got a handful of padd 
hough the time for sowing the aus crop has arrived, a] 


lying uncultivated because the raiyats 
employ labour. 


on cultivation, and also to 
unable to procure food. 


: oon > sah 


in his house. 


arge number of fields-are 
: have neither seed-grain nor money to 
And if they do not sow now, they will not be able to reap by 
the month of Srdvan; and in that case scarcity will be chronic in these parts. 
It is absolutely necessary, therefore, to give these people advances for carrying 


give food to those among them who are absolutely 
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SoM PRAK ASH, 
April 2nd, 1894, 


St LAB DAINIK, 


April ord, 1804, 
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In the course of my journey from village to village, Thave found that some 
people are living on boiled kachu, others on boiled pumpkins, and others again 
simply on fish, Some get ao meal in a day or in two days. The women 
followed me crying and striking their bellies with their hands, and it is difficult 
for one to hold one’s tears at such a sight. : 

What has aggravated matters 1s that about fourteen annas of the cattle of 
these parts have died, and many people are unable to proceed with their culti- 
vation for want of cattle. io. . 

Starvation has so much excited the people thatthey are beginning to 
commit outrages on those who have — but will not give it away for the 
relief of the sufferiny. Three houses have already been burnt down. It is said 
that thefts of rice are going on in the Radhaganj hat. It has become quite 
unsafe to carry rice through the streets, for hungry people are sure to take it by 
force. The body of a woman who is said to have died of starvation was found 
in a fiold partly eaten up my dogs and jackals. Ten or eleven days ago a woman, 
after having starved for two or three days, committed suicide. Three men too 
have died of starvation. Such events are taking place in every quarter of 
the affected parts. The failure of the aus crop in next Sravan will make matters 
very much worse, and there is little prospect. of that crop proving a success. 

46. Babu Debiprasanna Rai Chaudhuri, Secretary to the Faridpur Suhrit 
Sabha, writes to the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika 

of the 5th April to say that severe distress prevails 

in many villages under the jurisdiction of the 
Kotalipara and Gopalganj thanas in the district of Faridpur. In conse- 
quence of the destruction of crops by excessive rainfall, distress broke out 
in these parts in the month of Bhadra last, and an outbreak of cholera 
followed and lots of people were carried off, Government granted Rs. 23,000 for 
the relicf of the people, and they have managed to live on that sum up to this 
time. Some 30 to 40 villages within the jurisdiction of the Kotalipara thana 
are now suffering severcly. Some people are dying of starvation and some are 
committing suicide in sheer distress. Since the last three weeks Government 
aid has been stopped, and the Faridpur Suhrit Sabha, though it has had to go 
into debt for helpmg the people during the recent cholera outbreak, is still 
trying to aid them, and a good many will dieif the public do riot come 
forward for their succour. | | 


Distress in the district of Farid- 
pur. 


_VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


47. The Som Prakash of the 2nd April has the following :— a 
Though English rule in India has put an end 
to the oppressions which its Musalman rulers 
used to commit on the people, yet the condition 
of the Indian people has not materially improved under it. Englishmen’s 
administrative policy is very crooked and 1s indirectly bringing about the 
same consequences which were brought about more directly by the violence 
and oppressive conduct of the Musalman rulers. Unlike those rulers, the 
English do not convert anybody to their own religion, but their policy is 
nevertheless such that it is sapping the foundations of the morality and 
religion of the Indian people as well as subverting their manners and customs. 
Unlike the Musalman rulers, Englishmen do not take anybody’s property by 
force, but their free-trade policy is none the less denuding the country of 
its supply of food-grain, Rice which used to sell at 5 to 7 maunds a rupee is 
now scllmg at 15 times that price! Taxation is impoverishing the people. 
Under the Musalman regime, Musalmans were above the reach of the law, and 
under the English rule Englishmen are above the reach of the law. All this- 
is not as it should be. ‘The Musalmans were an ignorant and uneducated 
people, but Englishmen are an enlightened people. Nevertheless the English 
administration of India has not been such that they can justly pride themselves 

On 1. } 
48. The Sulabh Dainik of the 3rd April says that the Lieutenant- 


_ ° - 
Sir Charles Elliott on com, OCVormor has sought to justify the recent amend- 
bitltng Glieaeek ment of the riot sections of the Criminal 
Procedure Code by referring to the cow-killing 
disturbances which according to His Honour furnish the Hindus with an 


English and Musalman rule in 
Tudia. 


( 271 ) 


opportunity of oppressing the Musalmans, and which it is necersary for 
Government to prevent. By issuing his cow-killing circular the Lieutenant- 
Governor had made himself unpopular with the Musalmans, and it secms that 
this charge against the Hindus was made with the object of regaining the 
eoodwill of that community. Well aud good. How could the Lieutenant- 


Governor do justice to his exalted office if he were not blessed with such 
farsightedness and praiseworthy discretion ? 


Uriva PAPERs. 


49. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 21st. February proposes an incroase 

: i of the salaries of the teachers of upper primary 
Salaries of teachers and inspect- gehoolg' and of the inspecting pundits in the 
ing pundits 10 Orissa. : ea ig : 

Orissa Division, as they have, according to the 
writer, proved themselves very useful servants of the Municipalities and District 
Boards, 

50. The Utkaldipika of the 24th February is sorry to notice that a spirit 
of opposition and insubordination is manifesting 
itself among the subjects of many Gurjat States in 
Orissa, whose Chieftains find it very difficult to 
control their affairs without assistance from Government. The writer then 
cites Keonjhar, Nayagar. and Runpur as illustrations of its remark, and observes 
that the success of rebellious subjects in one State may induce the subjects of 
a neighbouring State to throw off their allegiance with impunity on the slightest 
provocation. 

51. Alluding to the provisions of the Angul District Regulation, the same 
paper TT out that Government should have 
reserved to itself the power of confirming the extreme 
capa of the law, when passed on a criminal guilty of murder in Angul and 
Khondmal. | 

52. The Samvadvahika of the 1st March draws the attention of the local 

| Be authorities to an abnormal increase of crime in 
increase of crime in the Balasore the Remuna outpost of the Balasore district, and 
observes that a sense of insecurity of life and pro- 
-perty is getting hold of the people in that outpost. 

98, lteferring to the ieiberations of the members of the Indian Hemp 
| Drugs Commission at Cuttack, the Utkaldtpika of 
the 3rd March observes that it is simply waste of 
public time and money to gather information regarding the effects of the use of 
vanja and other drugs, which when used in moderate quantities, prove harmless, 
as such information is always at the disposal of any gentleman conversant with 
the state of native society in India. ) 


Feeling of discontent in the 
Orissa Gurjat Mahals. 


Punishment of murder in Angul. 


The Ganja Commission. 


Assam PAPERS. 


o4, The Srihattavasi for the first fortnight of Chaitra refers to the charges 
: : - against Nistaran Babu, Munsif of Sunamganj in the 
dare ne Sennen inthe district of Sylhet, contained in the petition of one 
3 Dina Nath Deb to the District Judge, and writes as 
follows :— 
The charges against the Munsif are so grave that, if there is any truth 
in them, the sooner he is dismissed the better. It is to be regretted that the 
District Judge is not prepared to make a local enquiry into the alleged charges. 
Nothing can be more unjust than the fact, if true, that a peonship is not given 
tothe man who does not serve the Munsif in his lodgings. The J udge says 
that, if the people of Sunamganj had really any complaint to make against rb 
Munsif, they might have made it to him when he went there on Inspection. 
‘Ajut in this view of the Judge the writer cannot agree. Ordinary people get 
iightened at the sight of a Saheb, and as they do not know English they cannot 
wake known their complaints to an Englishman orally. Dina Nath has stated 
in his petition that the Munsif tries hard to prevent any complaint being made 
avast him to the Judge. This also may be one of the reasons why the 
Sunamganj people did not complain to the Judge when he was among them. 
lhe Judge is, therefore, requestel to institute a local enquiry to ascertain 
whether the charges against the Munsif are true. 


URIVA AND 


NAVASAMVAB 
Feb. 21st, 1894, 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
Feb, 24th, 1894. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


SAMVADVAHIKA, 
March Ist, 1894, 


UTKALDIPIKa, 
March srd, 1894. 


SRIHATTAVAST, 
First fortnight of 


Chaitra. 
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the appointment is not open.’ 
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55. Referring to the recent election of Commissioners for the Sylhet 
Municipality, the same paper writes as follows :— 

It cannot be said that the voters among tho 
Sylhet people have any sense of responsibility in the choice of Commissioners 
for their Municipality. ‘The most illiterate persons, the men, that is, who do 
not even know what disinterestedness is, are successfully procuring votes while 
men of education and respectability are failing. 

There is a rumour in Sylhet just now that if the Hindu Commissioners form 
a majority, they will put a stop to the slaughter of cows by Musalmans. Cow. 
killing disturbances owe their origin to the intrigues of the low and the mean. 
minded among the two peoples. The rumour 1n question, if true, has probabl 
been originated by some low Musalman candidates for employment in the 
municipality. It cannot possibly be that a municipality will dare to do what 
Government is unwilling and unable to do. 

56. The same paper says '— 

‘‘In our last issue we promised to speak more 
on the above subject (the Government Pleadership), 
Having hed access to some papers 1n connection 
with this matter, and believing that their publication will serve the public cause, 
we take this opportunity of inserting them here. 

On the 6th instant the Secretary to the Bar Library wired the following 
message to the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner :— 

‘Pray that Junior Government Pleader, Sylhet, may not be appointed 
without consulting District Judge and without inviting candidates; many senior 
expericnced pleaders willing to accept.’ Then on 8th instant he addressed a 
letter to the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, to inform him whether the appoint- 
ment will be open to free competition, and what conditions and emoluments 
are attached to the same. The Deputy Commissioner’s reply in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Dasgupta came in the afternoon to the effect that ‘the appoint- 
ment......18 not open. It is to be filled up by nomination.’ An hour or two 
after receipt of the reply, a member of the Bar happened to meet Prasanna 
Babu on his way back from Court, and the following interesting conversation 
took place between them:—P. Babu, with his peculiar smile half-suppressed: 
‘Did you get your lctter:’ Pleader—‘ Yes’ and inquired what they meant by 
The reply: ‘Just as clients go to you and 
choose their own pleader, so the Government can choose any one it likes as 
its pleader.’ This is the ‘significantly convenient doctrine’ referred to in 
our last article. | 
Now, let us pause for a moment and find out the moral involved in the 
facts mentioned above. ‘The Deputy Commissioner in a few words stated the 
bare truth that the post was to be filled up by nomination. But was he not 
aware that a nomination had already been sent by himself to the Chief 
Commissioner? Jf he meant to be fair, was not this an opportunity for him to 
inform the pleaders that a nomination had already been made, so that if any of 
them wished they might send in their applications? Nomination is not opposed 
to inviting candidates for a post. Again, where is the reply to the question. 

‘What conditions aud emolument are attached to the same? Supposing the 
terms had not been yet scttled, what objection could there be to saying so? 
Along with all this, think of that conversation between the head-clerk and the 
pleadcr. Apart from the viciousness of the principle enunciated, the spirit of 
defiance of all public opinion, indicated by its expression, shows that the head- 
clerk felt he was already too well fortified officially and demi-officially to care 
any boar criticising him. | 

Only last year the samo kind of jobbery had been resorted to with regard 
to the very same brother of a head clerk when, without permission of the Chief 
Comnussioner, he was appointed to ofticiate for the then Government Pleader, 
the lamented Babu K. C. Ghosh, for 10 days. The procedure adopted then 
was, mutatis mutandis, the same as now. That was perhaps the thin end of the 
wedge, and it must have been driven deep this time to vive a colour of claim to 
the Deputy Commissioner’s nominee. Who knows, therefore, that another 
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Deputy Commissioner, with a more patronising heart, will not allow it to be 
driven still deeper when the time comes for the senior Government Pleader to 


retire, and the present head clerk grows mature in his Aryan wisdom an 
maturer in family affections ? 
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It is also said that, over and above the recommendation of the District 
Officer, Babu P. K. Dasgupta has made a pathetic personal appeal to the effect 
that, although he has served the Government for so many years, he has no 
prospect of promotion before him, and therefore if his brother is provided in 
the way suggested, he should not feel the least sorry on his own account. | We 
cannot believe this ridiculous story ; for it makes Prasanna Babu quite a 
nanirputol (doll made of butter) which certainly he is not, considering the other 
story given by the Paridarsak about his manly proposal to unite in his single 
person the two posts of head clerk and sheristadar of the Collectorate, But 
it is not improbable that the ‘demi-official’ of the Deputy Commissioner 
has done away with the necessity of any such personal appeal on the part of 
his head clerk. ‘The people of this country are always afraid of the Govern- 
ment ‘demi-official ;’ for anything that cannot be done openly or is not 
sanctioned by the strict code of morality is done through this objectionable 
channel. It is, therefore, difficult to say what reasons, if any, have been 
assigned by the Deputy Commissioner for making the no mination m question. 
But recollecting the arguments that were advanced by the friends of Vrasanna 
Babu when his brother was stealthily appointed (be it said to the credit of 
Mr. O’Brien here that he was no conscious party to that jobbery) to officiate fur 
the senior Government Pleader last year, we presume that the same line of 
argument must have been taken up this time too. here were then two 

recious arguments, or rather one, ventilated through friendly mouths: (1) that 
pleaders who are inhabitants of this district are interested in the welfare of its 
zamindars ; (2) that the zamindars of this district are party to the Balisera and 
Zum cases, in which the Government has considerable interest at stake. ‘T’hese 
arguments, however, have been practically met by the appointment of 
Babu Dulal Chundra Deb as senior Government Pleader. The only remaining 
plea that now reaches our ears is that, as the senior Government Pleader is a 
man of Sylhet, the junior one ought to be of some other district. Is it then 
meant as a check to the supposed pro-Sylheti tendencies of the senior 
Government Pleader? If not, we do not see why a native of the district 
should be deemed fit to fill the higher and more responsible post,while an 
outsider should be deemed a sine qué non for the subordinate one. 
Sylheti v, Sylheti kind of argument was first imported here at the advent 
of Prasanna Babu himself, and it is no wonder that he has fondly stuck to it 
ever since. 

We are sorry we have to say so many things as unpalatable to Prasanna 
Babu as to ourselves, he being a personal friend of ours. But this sacrifice of 
personal feelings has been necessitated by his own public conduct. The pro- 
vision he has managed to make for his three relatives and his Brahman prot:9é 
cannot be said to havo been made in strict fairness. In the case of his first 
relative, the claim of the candidate who beat him ina competitive examination 
was overlooked, and he is now getting a larger pay than his seniors of the 
same office. In the case of the second, his official conduct necessitated the giving 
up his appointment at Moulvibazar and taking protection under the immediate 
superintendence of Prasanna Babu. In the case of the third, it can only be 
said that people with “equally bril/iané merit would not be so fortunute as 
himself in occupying a corner of the Deputy Commissioner’s office. The 
scandal of the Brahman cook and the two servants of the head clerk has 


been too thoroughly laid bare by our contemporary to require any detailed 
notice by us. 


The above facts will we hope justify the remarks we made in our last issuo’ 


that Babu P. K. Dasgupta should not be allowed to stay here any longer. 


ov. The Parida shak for the first fortnight of Chaitra publishes’ the fol- 
lowing letter in English :— 


To—The Editor, Paridurshak, 
SYLHET. 
Sm, LHET 
I shall feel myself highly obliged if you would kindly allow me a little 


The natives of Assam inthe SPace in a corner of your paper to ventilate some 
“ucational service of their pro» public grievances. By so doing you will not only 


vince, oblige mae, but will do a great service to your own 
province. 


_-—— 


The non-- 


PARIDARSHAK, 


Firs: fortnight of 
Chaitra, 
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I mean to sound the authorities about the grievance of not employing more 
Lona-fide natives in the Educational service. Several decades back, when the 
Assam Government began to establish educational institutions in different parts 
of the province for importing Western light to the benighted natives, there 
arose a erying demend for competent teachers. Then men from Bengal, 
especially from its eastern part, swarmed forth into the field monopolising all 
the loaves and fishes of the scrvice, leaving only the minor parts for the du. 
cated natives. It was all right then, because they satisfied the need of time. 
But time has changed, and with it the circumstances of the people have also 
undergone a wholesale revolution, Their intellectual firmament has now 
received more heat and colour. There are natives now who are fairly well 
competent to undertake the task of self-Covernment of local education, if I may 
be allowed to employ the expression. By this 1 do not mean that the Assam 
Goveinment should also follow the revolutionary attitude of the Government of 
the North-Western Provinees, which has latcly been made manifest in the matter 
of the Bengalecs serving there. But what I mean is that the legitimate 
aspirations of the ‘children of the soil’? should be satisfied in so far as they do 
not break in upon the harmony of the present—in cases of vacancies in the 
Educational service preference should be given to the bona-fide natives. I am 
fully aware that every local Government professes to employ bona-jide natives, 
and also in writing resolutions put down that every official should see way to 
find out employments for the natives of the province; but how far this is carried 
out can be estimated by a mere glance at tie civil list of Assam, or by counting 
the high officials in every district in Assam. Unfortunately for Assam, things 
are brought to such a sad pass as to practically exclude the educated youths of 
the provinces from high preferments. This arises from two causes—(1) Nepotism 
is the ruling passion of the day: the high officials being natives of other 
provinces can exercise influence to get their ‘men’ employed somehow or other; 
(2) because the Provincial Government have been indifferent to the frequent 


remonstrances of the natives of the provinces. 


To give your readers a fair idea of the foregoing statements, I give a 
succinct analysis of facts |-elow— 

Out of 11 head-masters of the entrance schools, only one is a native of 
Assam. In case of the 2nd and 3rd masters, the proportion continues almost 
the same. 

Of the four Deputy Inspectors of Schools only one is a native of Assan. 
And out of 21 Sub-Inspectors, only about half a score are natives of the 
province. 

Then again, in the office of the Director of Public Instruction, thie 
‘clerical kingdom’ consists only of the people of Eastern Bengal. In case of 
any vacancy in the lower grades of the offices, it is filled in by the relations 
and friends. The applications of the dond-fide natives even sometimes do 
not get the benefit of due consideration of the Director for reasons best 
known to them. All the important matters in the office being practically 
‘arried out by them, the claims of the ‘children of the soil,’ no matter how 
very competent they may be, are thrown into the background with regard 
to the employments in that branch of public service. 

These facts in themselves speak volumes. I myself know that the claims 
of some graduates of Sylhet have been overlooked, and they are now in want 
of services. 

When merit goes without its due reward, then instances of undowered 
education (alas! it has degenerated in its meaning) are graphically portrayed 
Indore the eyes of the rising gencration, they are sure in to discouraged in the! 
way, and to allow their energies to wither in the cold shade of neglect. 

fn case the graduates of Assam could have got these employments, they 
might have at once obliged themselves tolerably well, and could afford to give 
their kiths and kins a better education, and thus the intellectual status of the 
province would have been placed en a higher footing, bearing testimony te? 
the efherney of the Director of Public Instruction as veteran educationalist. 

L therefore call the carnest attention of the Assam Government to this 
Lportant matter, which affects the vitality of the moral and social life of the 
people. It the Government have really in view, as they should have, the 
fostering of indivenous growth of the province, they should no longer turn 4 
deal cor to these our. grievances, but should give them a prompt and effectual 


[ we 3 
consideration. I also request the Director of Public Instruction to find out 
means of providing the educated natives more numerously in the educational 
service. 
Yours, &c., 


ue A. FREE-THINKER. 
22nd February 1894. | 
CHUNDER NATI BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 7th April 1894. 
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